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BAVE or =y, Simon and

Jill Wallace and Andrew

and Cheryl Powell will not

die wondering if opeming a
restaurant in the midst of diffieudt
trading eonditions was o wise
Fie O 10k

The Winllaees apened Bench-
mark Bestanrant and Wine Bar af
Peregian Springs last week and
the Powella took ower Frateilin
Ristorante [taliange at Sunshine
Beach last December with an
official opening last month.

siman Yallace is 8 qualified
ached whio hig workid in large
chiain hateds fon & decade and has
ngw branched into restaurant
awenershipfar the Mrest Bme

“Peraglan Springs (s not as
minch of & strong toaristy aren,” he
gaid “Soif [ can do the right pro-
izt that is consistent and offers
gondd value, [ should beable to
fight the downturm.

“If [ candellver the right pro-
duet, e pot the upper hand and 1
can get 8 giyong portion of the
market up here It's a growing
communite®

Benchmark 1= an &il-s=at restai-
vant near the golf clob overkooking
a lake. It was formerly Ches Andrs
il el e Mediterranean with an
Asion twist and famdly-friendly.

“It won'E be easy, but you've god

Looking onturn in the eye

STAR CLIENTS: Andraw and Gheryl Powell have welcomed many celebrities

ta their restaurant Fratellind.

o e o0t e hard times, Pye god
a strong, Aupporiive team with me
and [ conldn't da it withaut my
wife and our families "

Andrew Powell has three de-
cikiles af glathing industey expe-
rience wnder kis designer bali,
with a haclkground FiEmnlng mer.
chandise divisions of Country
Foad, Eodd & Gunn, Mares and
Muarriaaey.

He and wife Cheryl traded in 1ife
spent ravelling the world being

PHIFICE GECRE PO TR SOA G FRATELLIAT

wrined anel elifed] By some of the
Tine=st [talian fabeie bouses 9 ran
Cafe Kokomo in Hagtings Strest
which they bought in 1957 and sal:d
in 2001 - for a profit,

“Wa always wanted to maove
back fo the Coast and buy a prop-
er restaurant and the cpportunity
sl abaut with Fratellind,™ Mr
Porares]] smidd,

“It B been eading far bwo-
atd-a-hall years, but we Bought it
in ecembaer 108 been a baptisom of

ARMING HIGH: Jill and Siman Wallace at their new restaurant, Benchmarlk,

in Perogian Springs,

fire, bt already we have a member
of celebrities that dine with ws..,
Eevin Ruicld 15 @ regular, e had Lo
mrn Greg Norman away besause
e were full but he came back the
niExt day

“Kerry O'Brlen callad on Meny
Year's Eve for a table, Ta) Burrow
comes in and Dandel MacPhersomn
w5 in yesterday.

*It's god o réal bohemian flavour.
Petple comd in off the beach n
their bikinis with sand betwsan

PHOTO: WARTEN LMRALMSONGI0a MBENCH

their toes for breakfast, lunch or
coffes and cale, and at night it
furns into thiz me=tic trattorta.”
The Fowells spont $20.000
“sprucing up" the spaca, but re-
txined ik= origine] character, It has
& staff of 18 and alms vo be
world-clags family and petdriendly
cazal dining destination.
“Businesses that wark hard at
promating thedr businezs and give
excellent customer service all the
tHme will always attract people.”




